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1 Philip R. Davies, In Search of “Ancient Israel”: A Study in Biblical Origins (London: T&T Clark, 1992); Niels
P. Lemche, The Israelites in History and Tradition (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 1998); Thomas L.
Thompson, The Mythic Past: Biblical Archaeology and the Myth of Israel (New York: Basic Books, 1999).
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tory: The Minimalist Assault on Ancient Israel’, Bible Review 11/6 (1995), 26-35, 47; Sara Japhet, “In
Search of Ancient Israel: Revisionism at All Costs", David N. Meyers and David B. Ruderman(eds,),
The Jewish Past Revisited: Reflections on Modern Jewish Historians (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998),
213-233; William G. Dever, What Did the Biblical Writers Know and When Did They Know It? (Grand
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2001), 44-52,

3 William M., Schniedewind, How the Bible Became a Book: The Textualization of Ancient Israel (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2004).

4 William F, Albright, Yahweh and the Gods of Canaan (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1968); David A. Rob-
ertson, Linguistic Evidence in Dating Early Hebrew Poetry (Missoula: Society of Biblical Literature, 1972);
Frank M. Cross and David N, Freedman, Studies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry (Missoula: Society of Biblical
Literature, 1975),
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bridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1973), 123,
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tion to the Hebrew Scriptures (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 216,
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1961), 467; James D. Martin, The Book of Judges (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1975), 01,
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A New Translation of Some Difficult Passages in the Song
of Deborah and Their Historical Background

Seung—Il Kang

Yonsei University

The oldest songs in the Old Testament are commonly called “ancient He-
brew poetry.” These records include the Blessing of Jacob (Gen 49), the Song
of the Sea (Exod 15), the Blessing of Moses (Deut 33), the Song of Deborah (Judg
5), the Prophecy of Balaam (Num 24), the Song of Habakkuk (Hab 3), David’s
Victory Song (2 Sam 22 = Ps 18), and Psalm 68, These ancient Hebrew poems
are likely to contain important information about the history and religion
of early Israel. However, as they are old records, the grammatical features of
the pre-Classical Hebrew period are extant, and as much of the text has been

damaged during the textual transmission, it is not easy to understand their
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meaning accurately.

This study presents my own translation of verses 2 and 7 in Deborah’s
songs (Judg 5), which are the most difficult to interpret, and analyzes their his-
torical context.

In general, verse 2a has been understood to be a description of long hair,
but I translate verse 2 through in-depth textual criticism as follows: “When
the leaders in Israel took the lead, when the voluntary ones among the sol-
diers volunteered, bless the Lord!”

Also, I translate verse 7 as follows: “The warriors stopped. They stopped in
Israel, until you arose, Deborah, until you arose, mother of Israel.”

My translation suggests the following about the text’s historical context.
Israel was under the economic control and oppression of the Canaanites, and
there were no outstanding warriors to fight against the Canaanite forces. In
such a situation, a female warrior Deborah appeared and led the war to victo-
ry. Therefore, verse 7 functions as a turning point in the whole of Deborak’s
song.

In the future, it is hoped that accurate translation and analysis of ancient
Hebrew poems, in addition to the Song of Deborah, will be done to further

deepen our understanding of the history and religion of early Israel,
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